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About NRCS…
Before we discuss NRCS programs, here is 
some information about NRCS and its 
importance as a conservation leader.



Who We Are...
NRCS was created as the Soil Erosion 
Service during the Dust Bowl days of the 
1930s.

Dust storms and 
gullies ravaged 
the Nation’s 
farmland, 
stripping away 
millions of tons 
of topsoil.



Who We Are...
Huge dust clouds 
carried the soil 
hundreds of miles, 
all the way to the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

The soil was 
depleted and farms 
failed.



Who We Are...
Since that time, NRCS has kept 
its commitment to protecting and 
conserving soil and other 
natural resources on America’s 
private lands.



Who We Are...
We work with customers 
to help them reduce 
erosion, protect wildlife, 
promote good land use, 
and preserve the 
Nation’s natural 
resources.



Yolo County Resource Conservation District



Who We Are
Partnerships
 NRCS realizes that 

partnerships are 
essential to the 
conservation work we 
do.

 NRCS and Point Blue 
Conservation Science 
Partner Biologists 

Corey Shake, NRCS 
Office, Woodland, CA



 1985 – Conservation Compliance, Conservation Reserve Program
 1990 – Wetlands Reserve Program
 1996 – Environmental Quality Incentives Program

 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
 2002 – Conservation Security Program

 Grassland Reserve Program
 Farm & Ranchland Protection Program

 2008 – Conservation Stewardship Program
 2014 - Agricultural Act of 2014(Farm Bill) – RCPP 



Recognize the important non-commodity values of 
land.

 Focus on providing a high quality of life for all 
metropolitan residents in ways that curb sprawl.

Protect family farms and ranches and their economic 
viability.

Conserve and restore wildlife habitat and the full array 
of native species.

Encourage rural land management that replenishes 
soil, safeguards water quality, and protects essential 
ecosystem processes. 



 NRCS Conservation 
Programs
 NRCS's natural 

resources conservation 
programs help people 
reduce soil erosion, 
enhance water supplies, 
improve water quality, 
increase wildlife habitat, 
and reduce damages 
caused by floods and 
other natural disasters.



 Programs now address a 
broader range of resource 
concerns:
 Organic transition
 Pollinator habitat
 Wildlife Habitat
 Energy conservation
 Air quality
 Dairy water quality
 Conservation planning
 Forestry
 Working landscape 

easement programs



 More opportunities for partner involvement
 Conservation Innovation Grants
 Bay Delta Initiative (BDI)
 Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
 Technical Service Providers
 State Technical Advisory Committees
 Local Work Groups



 Provides the broadest range of conservation program assistance 
to producers.



 Conservation planning
 Air quality
 Dairy water quality
 Water conservation
 Grazing land health
 Forestry
 Wildlife habitat



 Conservation planning
 Prescribed grazing
 Range planting
 Watering facilities
 Fencing
 Brush control
 Prescribed burning
 Invasive plant control



 Water Conservation
 Air Quality (National)
 Forest Management
 Rangeland Health
 Air Quality (California)
 Energy Conservation
 Wildlife Habitat
 Climate Change



 Continuous sign up; deadlines for funding consideration each 
fiscal year

 Eligibility to Farm Service Agency (FSA) during detailed 
application process

 Applications filed with local NRCS office



 Contracts  
 Minimum: 0ne year after implementation of last scheduled practice(s) 
 Maximum: 10 years

 Eligibility:  Owners of land in agricultural production or persons engaged in 
agricultural production

 Payments:  up to 75 percent of average estimated cost of installing practices 
(historically underserved producers:  up to 90 percent)

 Payment Limitation applied to the period of FY 2014 to 2018. EQIP Payment 
Limitation ($450,000)



 Organic – Transition
 Operations transitioning to organic
 Self-certified letter outlining practices for certified organic production

 Organic – Certified
 Certified organic operation
 Submit copy of current Organic System Plan (OSP)

 75% cost share for organic practices
 Payments may not exceed $20,000 per year or $80,000 for 6-year period



 Cover crop
 Conservation cover
 Irrigation water management
 Row arrangement
 Pest management
 Residue management
 Conservation crop rotation
 Nutrient management
 Hedgerow planting
 Filter strips
 Mulching 
 Pipeline



 Conservation tillage residue management
 Dust reduction on unpaved roads
 Chipping for orchards and vineyards
 Manure injection
 Pest management
 Integrated pest management
 Precision pest control application
 Treated wood shake disposal
 Combustion system air emissions management

 Stationary Pumping Plants



 CIG (b) Air Quality Initiative—Engine Replacement
 Sets aside over $13,406,071.06  for fiscal year 2016
 NAAQS non-attainment counties

 37 California counties
 Replacement of uncontrolled diesel combustion engines



 Area 1: Butte, Sutter , Yolo and Yuba
 Area 2: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Joaquin, San Mateo, 

Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus and Ventura
 Area 3: Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, 

Mariposa, Merced, Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, Tulare and Tuolumne 
Area 4: Imperial, Inyo, Los Angeles, Mono, Orange, Riverside, San 
Bernardino and San Diego



 Eligibility:  
 Non-controlled stationary or portable ag equipment, including off-

road mobile equipment (diesel combustion engines the priority)
 Options:

 Engine repower—replace with emissions certified engine
 Equipment replacement (if repower is not possible)
 Engine retrofits





 Payment incentives for practicing good stewardship
 Address resource concerns in a comprehensive manner:

 Improving and maintaining existing activities
 Installing additional conservation activities

 Contracts are 5 years
 Maximum payment of $40,000/year and $200,000 over lifetime of 

contract



 Nationwide
 Continuous sign-up with periodic cut-offs for ranking
 Non-industrial private forest land eligible
 Land previously enrolled in old Conservation Security Program not 

eligible



 Statewide ranking pool
 Cropland, hayland, pasture and rangeland
 Non-industrial private forest land

 California priority resource concerns
 Water quality
 Air quality
 Plants
 Animals
 Energy

 Other resource concerns
 Soil quality
 Soil erosion
 Water quantity



 WILDLIFE HABITAT.—
For each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018, at 
least 5 percent of the 
funds made available for 
payments under the 
EQIP program shall be 
targeted at practices 
benefitting wildlife 
habitat.



 RCPP promotes coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver 
conservation assistance to producers and landowners. NRCS provides 
assistance to producers through partnership agreements and through program 
contracts or easement agreements.

 RCPP combines the authorities of four former conservation programs – the 
Agricultural Water Enhancement Program, the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Program, the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative and the Great 
Lakes Basin Program. Assistance is delivered in accordance with the rules of 
EQIP, CSP, ACEP and HFRP; and in certain areas the Watershed Operations 
and Flood Prevention Program.

 Funded RCPP projects are implemented through conservation program 
contracts and easement agreements under the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP), Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) or the Healthy Forests 
Reserve Program (HFRP). NRCS may also utilize the authorities under the 
Watershed and Flood Prevention Program, other than the Watershed 
Rehabilitation Program, in the designated critical conservation areas.



 Provides financial and technical assistance opportunities to 
riceland farmers to help improve the efficiency of irrigation 
water use and minimize water quality impacts in the 
California Central Valley.

 The primary resource priority for the Rice Stewardship 
Partnership is water quantity and conserving water is the 
key outcome for this RCPP. The secondary resource priority 
for the Rice Stewardship Partnership water quality and 
improving on-farm production that will maximize fertilizer 
uptake, minimize nutrient losses, and prevent pesticide 
losses to address water quality concerns on working 
ricelands.

 November 18, 2016 Cut-Off Date for Fiscal Year 2017.



• The California Rice Commission and eight cooperating partners, 
seek to implement a comprehensive program under the RCPP to 
contribute to the population health of wetland-dependent 
wildlife species in the Central Valley, the heart of the Pacific 
Flyway, with a special emphasis on shorebirds, waterfowl, 
wading birds, and other colonial waterbirds.

 The conservation objectives for the Water Habitat Enhancement RCPP 
include the following –
 Post-harvest crop residue management with boards-in. 
 Winter flooding with variable drawdown through the month of February. 

Nesting/loafing Islands. Install nesting/loafing islands to create nesting 
habitat for waterbirds during the months of March through July, while 
providing loafing areas for the duration of the year.

 Cover crops for seasonal nesting habitat. 
 Seasonal habitat ponds. 
 Wetland restoration. 



 Wildlife-Friendly Livestock 
Ponds:
 The purpose of the Wildlife-Friendly 

Livestock Pond Fund Pool is to target 
financial assistance funds for the 
implementation of conservation 
practices on eligible agricultural 
operations to support aquatic, 
riparian, and upland habitats for 
California Red-legged frog (Rana 
draytonii) and California Tiger 
Salamander (Ambystoma
californiense). 

 Eligible agricultural landuses for the 
fund pool are restricted to grazed 
rangeland.



 Declining Species:
 The purpose of the 

Declining Species 
Wildlife Habitat EQIP 
Fund Pool is provide 
financial and technical 
assistance to 
agricultural operators 
who want to create, 
improve or enhance fish 
or wildlife habitat for 
declining species on 
farms and ranches. 



 Greater Sage Grouse 
Initiative
 Focuses on increasing and improving 

occupied, suitable, and potential 
breeding habitat, supporting Greater 
Sage Grouse recovery. The Greater Sage 
Grouse EQIP Initiative can provide 
payment assistance for specific 
practices that provide significant 
resource benefit to create, improve, or 
enhance populations of and habitat for 
the Greater Sage Grouse. 

 Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher Initiative
 Focuses on increasing and improving 

occupied, suitable, and potential breeding 
habitat, supporting Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher recovery. The Southwestern 
Willow Flycatcher EQIP Initiative can 
provide payment assistance for specific 
practices that provide significant resource 
benefit to create, improve, or enhance 
populations of and habitat for the 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher. 



 Eligibility
 Land

 Hydric soils
 Degraded wetlands/land converted to agricultural use
 Riparian areas connecting protected wetlands

 Landowner
 Compliance with HEL/Wetland Provisions
 Adjusted Gross Income limitation
 2-year ownership requirement for easements



 Ranking and Site Selection
 Extent to which natural hydrology can be restored
 Benefits to special status species
 Diversity of habitat types
 Connectivity:  proximity to other protected habitat
 Economics/partnership contributions



 Wetlands Reserve Easement (WRE)
 Voluntary program to restore and enhance wetlands 

 Compensation for land placed in easements
 Assistance for restoration

 Eliminates difficulties of farming marginal land
 Offers landowners 3 options: 1) Permanent 

easement; 2) 30-year easement; 3) 30-year contract 
with Tribes.

 Landowners maintain title to the land and control 
public access. The land remains on the tax rolls.



 Permanent Easement:
 100% of easement value plus 100% of restoration costs 

 30-year Easement:
 75% of easement value and 75% of restoration costs

 Easement payments are site-specific and based on the lowest of: Geographic 
Area Rate Cap (GARC), landowner offer or individual appraisals.





 Livestock grazing can function as 
management tool to improve wetland 
health on certain landscapes.

 In 2016, NRCS California is offering the 
program as part of an approved 
wetlands conservation and rotational 
grazing management plan.



 Geographic areas:
 Coastal pastures and wetlands of 

the North Coast 
 California vernal pools in 17 distinct 

vernal pool regions
 Intermountain wetlands of 

Northeastern California
 Program offers permanent or 30-year 

easements; reserves a portion of the 
easement value for the grazing right.

 Grazing must be used as a beneficial 
wetland management tool with an 
NRCS approved Grazing Management 
Plan.



 Matching funds to state, tribal or local governments and nongovernmental 
organizations with existing farmland protection programs to purchase 
conservation easements

 To participate, landowner submits an application to funded entity
 Easements protect agricultural land, and important farmland soils



Local Working Groups (LWG) and 
State Technical Advisory Committees 
(STAC)

 Every Farm Bill since 1996 has 
required a public forum to 
solicit recommendations on 
program priorities, special 
initiatives, and conservation 
practices.

 Local Work Group meetings are 
convened at the county level by 
the NRCS District 
Conservationist and facilitated 
by the Conservation District.

 State Technical Advisory 
Committees are convened and 
facilitated by the NRCS State 
Conservationist.



 Participation on both committees is 
made up of representatives from 
commodity groups, NGO’s, state 
and federal agencies, environmental 
groups, farming and ranching 
advocacy groups, Cooperative 
Extension, etc.

 Meetings are held annually usually 
in late summer or early fall prior to 
allocation of new year funding.

 Information is used to establish 
priorities for conservation program 
funding and resource concerns 
(water quality, forest health, wildlife 
habitat, irrigation efficiency, etc.)



Opportunities for Private Landowners

For more information:

PHIL HOGAN, District Conservationist, (530) 207-6526 (Yolo County)

ALAN FORKEY, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, (530) 792-5653
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